182'             . BETTY AND SNOWDROP.

never came back, it was thought that the
gipsies had taken them off.

15. A fifth of the brood, which had been
weakly from birth, had caught cold in a
bitter wind and died. And the last had
pined away from feeling lonely after
losing all its brothers and sisters.

Write: The hen had now twelve chicks.
She took more care of her children than
the duck did of hers. Betty thought Snow-
drop a bad mother.

Questions: 1. What other creatures did Betty see in the
yard ? 2. How many chickens had she ? 3. What did she
teach them ? 4. What was the name of the duck ? 5. What
sort of mother was she ? 6. What did Betty say to her ?

8. A VISIT TO SNOWDROP.

1,  As  Betty's brood was now  grown
old enough to go into the world, she had
plenty of time to pay Snowdrop a visit.
So she went off one fine morning and
found her near the brink of the pond.

2.  Snowdrop was using her orange bill
as a shovel to catch leeches in the mud.